Navigating the November Night Sky

The stars plotted represent those which
can be seen from areas suffering
from moderate light pollution.
In larger cities, less than
100 stars are visible,
while from dark,
rural areas well

For observers in the middle

northern latitudes, this chart
is suitable for mid November
at 8 p.m. or early December
at 7 p.m.
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and distances
in the sky can
be deceiving. For
instance, 360 "full
moons" can be placed
side by side, extending from

horizon to horizon.
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® Fomalhaut

The Ecliptic represents
the plane of the solar

system. The sun, the moon,
and the major planets all lie on or
near this imaginary line in the sky.

Navigating the November night sky: Simply start with what you know or with what you can easily find.

1 Face south. Almost overhead lies the "Great Square" with four stars about the same brightness as those of the Big Dipper. Extend
a line southward following the Square's two westernmost stars. The line strikes Fomalhaut, the brightest star in the south. A line
extending southward from the two easternmost stars, passes Deneb Kaitos, the second brighest star in the south.

2 Draw a line westward following the southern edge of the Square until it strikes Altair, part of the "Summer Triangle."

% Locate Vega and Deneb, the other two stars of the Summer Triangle. Vega is its brightest member, while Deneb sits in the
middle of the Milky Way.

4 Jump along the Milky Way from Deneb to Cepheus, which resembles the outline of a house. Continue jumping to the "W" of
Cassiopeia, then to Perseus, and finally to Auriga with its bright star Capella.

Binocular Highlights
A and B: Examine the stars of the Pleiades and Hyades, two naked eye star clusters. C: The three westernmost stars
of Cassiopeia's "W" point south to M31, the Andromeda Galaxy, a "fuzzy" oval. D: Sweep along the Milky Way

from Altair, past Deneb, through Cepheus, Cassiopeia and Perseus, then to Auriga for many intriguing star clusters
and nebulous areas. E. The Double Cluster.
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