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Don Parker Longtime Supporter of the Astronomical League 

Passes 
 

Amateur Astronomy lost a giant with the recent passing of Dr. Don Parker.  He was an accomplished 

astrophotographer and pioneer planetary imager, especially of the planets Jupiter and Mars.  He 
imaged over 20,000 objects. 

 

He was always willing to share his knowledge with other astronomers.  His sharp wit was legendary.  

Don co-authored an introductory book regarding astrophotography, many papers for scientific jour-

nals, magazines etc., and his work was often cited by NASA and other professional organizations.  
He was a member of the Association of Lunar and Planetary Observers, a past executive director of 

that group.  He was a fixture as an attendee and usually a speaker at the Winter Star Party, speak-

ing last at the WSP just a few days before his passing. 

 

Don was a featured speaker for many years at the League’s annual ALCon conventions, the most 

recent one in Atlanta in 2013.   
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Dr. Don Parker 
with family and 
friends at the 
2015 Winter 
Star Party.  
Photo courtesy 

of Julie Kim Za-
jonz. . 

Also thanks to 
Terry Mann, past 

A.L. President and 

Dr. Barbara Harris, 
longtime friend of 

Don’s for their 
assistance with this 

article. 

(other photos on 

page 3) 

Call to Use Your Talents As A.L. Secretary 
 

The two-year term of the office of secretary ends on August 31, 2015. If you are interested in using your talents to 

serve, we would like to hear from you. Briefly, this position entails recording minutes at the annual council meeting 
during the week of ALCon, the League’s national convention, and documenting the minutes on executive committee 

conference calls, etc. 
 
For more specific information regarding the duties and responsibilities of the position,  please refer to the League’s bylaws, 

which can be accessed on the League website at www.astroleague.org.  This is an excellent way of learning about the op-

erations of the Astronomical League. 

 

Candidates should send background statements explaining why they are interested, 
along with a photo of themselves for publication in the Reflector, to Nominating Committee 
Chair Bill Bogardus, vicepresident@astroleague.org. Please limit all statements to 
approximately 250 words.   
 

ALL SUBMISSIONS SHOULD BE MADE BY THE END OF MARCH 
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Reminder From the A.L. National Office Regarding April 

Dues and Ballot Emails 

Office Coordinator, Mike Stoakes, would like to remind societies that the national office is 
scheduled to email society ALCors the 2015 dues and ballots in April.  

 

PLEASE RETURN BOTH TIMELY. 

“What's Up Doc?”  Monthly Observing Tool 
 
If you are working on an Astronomical League Observing Program, Aaron Clevenson 
(aaron@clevenson.org) has provided two tools that might be of use to you.  What's Up Doc? and 
What's Up Tonight, Doc? 
 
The What's Up Doc is a two page PDF file that is updated each month with information on ba-
sic level Observing Programs. It lists those objects that are visible in the evening sky for the 
next month, by program. These Observing Programs are included:  Meteors, Constellations 
(Northern), Binocular Messier, Deep Sky Binocular, Messier,  Caldwell, Double Star, Solar Sys-
tem, and Lunar. To access this document, click the What's Up Doc? link on this web 
page:www.humbleisd.net/observatory (about halfway down the webpage). 
 
Also on that webpage is a link to the What's Up Tonight, Doc?  This is a large spreadsheet in 
Excel (16.5 Mb). It includes all current Astronomical League observing programs. Due to the 
Macros that are integral to the spreadsheet, this will not run on Apple Macintosh computers. 
This spreadsheet provide buttons to sort by individual Observing Programs as well as the en-
tire list. The user enters their latitude and longitude and the date and time when they plan to 
observer (Universal Time). The spreadsheet then provides target objects listed from highest to 
lowest altitude. There is a column to check off an object once you have observed it (left side) 
and also columns to include your observing details (right side).  

mailto:aaron@clevenson.org
http://www.humbleisd.net/observatory


 

4  

 

(Tm Kahn, Tippy D’Auria and Don  Parker at 2015 WSP) 

 

Don Parker (left) shows off his 16-inch Newtonian 

telescope to another planetary imager, Damian 
Peach. Parker took thousands of images of Jupiter 

through this scope. (Photo courtesy Damian Peach 

and Astronomy magazine). 

Don Parker Photos (continued) 
League Award 

Deadlines 

Jack Horkheimer Ser-

vice and Journalism 
Youth Awards 

 Entries due by March 

31 
 For specific informa-

tion please refer to 
https://www.astroleag

ue.org/al/awards/hor

khmr/horkhmrs.html. 
 

Mabel Sterns Newslet-

ter Award 

 Deadline March 31 

 For specifics see 
https://www.astroleag

ue.org/al/awards/ster

ns/sternss.html 

 

Webmaster Award 

Club Presidents please 

send nominations between 

January 1 and no later 
than April 1 to 

Webmaster-
Award@astroleague.org. or 

you can mail your nomi-
nation to the following ad-

dress: 

Mike Rao Administrator, 
Astronomical League Web-

master Award 
2559 Rusk Street 

Houston, Texas 77003 
mike.rao@optimus-us.com 

 

Astronomy Day 

The official spring Astron-
omy Day designation is 

April 25, and the deadline 

for submissions is June 
13, 2015.  Special cash 

prizes are available to top 
finishers.  See 

https://www.astroleague.
org/files/astroday/Award

EntryForms2015Final.pdf 

(Photo courtesy of Julie Kim Zajonz). 

http://cs.astronomy.com/cfs-file.ashx/__key/communityserver-blogs-components-weblogfiles/00-00-00-00-51-People/2063.don_5F00_damian.jpg
mailto:WebmasterAward@astroleague.org
mailto:WebmasterAward@astroleague.org
mailto:mike.rao@optimus-us.com
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